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underscore most interactions. Starting from this microcosm, Noah Coburn then investigates power and
relationships at various levels, from the potters' families; to the local officials, religious figures, and former
warlords; and ultimately to the international community and NGO workers. Offering the first long-term on-the-
ground study since the arrival of allied forces in 2001, Noah Coburn introduces readers to daily life in
Afghanistan through portraits of local residents and stories of his own experiences. He reveals the ways in
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misunderstandings that have ultimately contributed to the political unrest rather than resolved it. Though on
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difficult search for peace. Noah Coburn has worked as a specialist for the United States Institute of Peace in
Kabul, Afghanistan, as well as a researcher for the Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit and the...
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