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That summer Armitage was spending the week ends out on Long
Island at the country place of his sister, Mrs. Kirkwood. He kept
his yacht in the tiny harbor there and made short cruises in the
Sound and up the New England coast. Naturally I often went
with him. Those parties usually amused me. He knew a dozen
interesting people--working people-- such as Boris Raphael, the
painter, and his wife, the architect, the Horace Armstrongs who
had been divorced and remarried, a novelist named Beechman
who wrote about the woods and lived in the wilderness in the
Southwest most of the year, Susan Lenox the actress --several
others of the same kind. Then there was his sister--Mary
Kirkwood. For a reason which will presently appear I have not
before spoken of Mrs. Kirkwood, though I had known her longer
than I had...
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