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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: .of Ewan Christian of Milntown, one of the deemsters. He held
the office of receiver, and the earl had such a high opinion of his trustworthiness, that he left him in command
of the militia when he went to England. Soon after this a rumour reached the island that the Parliament had
sent a force to capture it, and that the Countess of Derby, who was then ruling in the name of her husband, had
arranged terms with the leader of this force. Christian consequently called a meeting of the people at his house
of Ronaldsway, where eight hundred of them took an oath to oppose the countess till she had redressed their
grievances, and it is probable that, at the same time, their leaders came to an agreement to anticipate the
countess by themselves surrendering the island. The militia then proceeded to capture all the forts (except
Rushen and Peel, which they failed to take), so that their leaders were able, on the arrival of the Parliamentary
troops under Colonel Duckenfield, to surrender the island to him; and they did so, on condition that the Manx
should enjoy their laws and liberties as formerly. A few days later the countess gave up Castle Rushen. The
island was then, for a brief period, under the rule of the Parliament, which sent for William Christian and his
brother, Deemster John Christian, described as two of the ablest and honestest gentlemen in the island, to
give...
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