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George Biddell Airy, who fills the distinguished office of Astronomer Royal with so much benefit to science, and
honour to his country, is a native of Alnwick, in Northumberland, born July 27, 1801. He was educated at private
schools in Hereford and Colchester, an3 finally at the Grammar School in the latter town. In 1819 he
commenced residence as Sizar Under Graduate of Trinity College, Cambridge; in 1822 he was elected Scholar;
and in 1823 he took the University degree of Bachelor of Arts, with the honour of Senior Wrangler. He shortly
after joined the Cambridge Philosophical Society, to whose Transaction he has contributed several valuable
papers. In 1824 he was elected Follow of Trinity College; in 1820 he took the degree of Master of Arts, and in the
same year was elected Lucasian Professor. This office, rendered illustrious when filled by Barrow and Newton,
had, for many years, been a sinecure; but no sooner had Professor Airy been elected, in opposition to Mr.
Babbage, than he notified his intention to deliver public lectures on Experimental Philosophy. The Professor
commenced this good work in 1827, and he continued tho same to 1830; his system of lectures is known as the
first in which (among other things) the Undulatory Theory of Light was efficiently illustrated. Professor Airy was
also an active member of the then existing Board of Longitude. In 1828 he was elected, without opposition, to
the Plumean Professorship,...
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