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SENTENCE AND THEME: COMPOSITION FOR THE FIRST YEAR OF
HIGH SCHOOL (CLASSIC REPRINT)

Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Sentence and Theme: Composition for the First Year
of High School English is so new a subject, the teaching of composition has been done with such a variety of
new and old theories, that we teachers are perplexed by the multifariousness of counsel. There is a wide
diversity of judgment about each element of composition-teaching. As to spelling, we may be urged to teach
5,000 words in the grades or only 500 in high school or to attend mostly to 100 demons ; we may be told that
troubles are largely oral or that oral diCiculties are a small minority; we may be advised to teach spelling every
day or not to worry much about spelling in themes. Grammar is insisted on in one quarter as vitally necessary;
in another it is taboo. Punctuation is everywhere called for, but is said by many authorities to be a. matter of
instinct, hardly reducible to definite rules for teaching pupils definite knowledge. Paragraphs are like
geometrical propositions to one text-maker, and are largely a feeling for appearance to some who actually
write books. School themes should be organized - many textbooks imply - with an introduction and a
conclusion; they should begin and end without those appurtenances is the judgment of many journalists and
authors. Even more perplexing than contrary opinions about each of these subjects is the lack of guidance in
correlating them. How much of the virtue of a theme inheres in good spelling? Is a grammatical error worse
than a misspelling or less heinous than a bit of poor diction? What direct relation has grammar to composition
as a whole? to punctuation in particular?...
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