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Rehoboth Church, Iowa, July 4th, 1860 Grant that the Bible sanctions slavery, and the star of human hope sets
for ever, and the darkness of despair settles down on the oppressed and struggling races of men. But, blessed
be its eternal Author, every page is full of encouragement. Its statutes secure to man his right to liberty, its
divine songs breathe consolation for the oppressed, and teach him to sing of the vengeance treasured up for
the oppressor. The question is, then, very naturally suggested, Why is it that there are on the earth so many
millions of oppressed, notwithstanding more than eighteen centuries have elapsed since heavenly messengers
proclaimed at the advent of the Saviour, On earth peace, and good-will to men? Is it the practical application
of that religion which he taught? Nay, it is the violation of its principles, the transgression of its precepts, the
utter disregard and trampling under foot its laws, that has made one part of our race abject slaves, and the
other tyrants and despots to harass and spoil them. I shall, therefore, devote the time allowed me on this
occasion to an examination of the laws and principles of the Old and New Testament, so far as they relate to
this subject. The propriety and the necessity of such an examination, is obvious.1. The Bible is the source to
which the ablest advocates of slavery always appeal. Ministers of the gospel, with shame the confession is
made, are the most unblushing defenders of the system, and their appeal is always to the Scriptures. It is
proper, then, to...
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