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their societies--the most effective ones and the most prosperous
financially. There was then every ground for thinking that the
Movement could not survive another such blow, and those
among us who had consecrated to it the best part of their lives
were in hopeless despair. Well! Our thoughts have been vain. The
war, on the contrary, will have been for the co-operatives the
test of fire--the test which in the Middle Ages caused so much
suffering in order to establish the right--and they will come out
triumphant. Why? Because the war has had the effect of
revealing to the public, and to the government at the same time,
what the benefits of Co-operation are. For the consumers,
pressed by the high prices and by the scarcity of commodities,
the co-operative stores have been places of shelter where they
have come to seek refuge....
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