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Number: KF27 . E315 2004c OCLC Number: (OCoLC)57344865 Subject: College textbooks -- Prices -- United States.
Excerpt: ... 11 Faculty are often inconvenienced by this practice because new textbook editions require many
professors to revise course syllabi to reflect changes in chapters and page numbers. Faculty Support
Alternatives That Lower Students Costs, Maintain Quality Eighty-seven percent of faculty surveyed support
including new information in a supplement instead of producing a new textbook edition. Online Textbooks Hold
Promise for Lowering the Cost of Textbooks According to Association of American Publishers and the National
Association of College Stores, paper, printing and editorial costs account for an average of 32. 3 cents of every
dollar a textbook costs - the largest share of the textbook costs. Online textbooks could eliminate this cost and
significantly lower the re-tail cost of textbooks. New York Times columnist Paul Krugman, who is also an
economics professor at Princeton University, has teamed up with fellow Princeton economist Robin Wells and
Paul Romer, an economics professor at Stanford University and owner of Aplia Inc. , a three-year-old company
that develops educational soft-ware and materials. Together, these three academics are developing online
versions of their upcoming economics textbooks at half the price of the paper version. A Textbook Example A
particularly egregious example of these practices was publisher Thomson Learnings widely used calculus book
- Calculus: Early Transcendentals, Edition 5. There were only cosmetic changes between the current edition,
produced in 2003, and the previous edition, produced in 1999. However, the price difference was sig-nificant - a
new copy of the book sells for about 130, while a used copy of the pre-vious edition sells for between 20 and 90,
depending on where...
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