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Fund Cotton manufacturing constitutes at the present time one of the most important industries in the United
States, and in volume of output this country ranks second among the nations of the world. The task here
undertaken is to set forth the relative position of the American cotton manufacturing industry by means of an
international comparison of geographical factors, technical methods, labor conditions, and industrial and
commercial organization. To provide a basis for comparisons and conclusions, the history of the industry in
America is traced and its present organization analyzed. In the historical section attention is directed
particularly to the period since 1860, but in the first chapter the history of the industry prior to the outbreak of
the American Civil War is sketched. The work has necessarily been restricted at several points. The early history
is not given more space because, for the purposes of this study, it has seemed advisable to concentrate upon
the later period. A history of wages in American cotton mills has not been undertaken because of the vast
amount of time that would be required to secure the data on which to base any reliable conclusions. In the
second part very little is said concerning the European lace industry, because of its complicated character and
the small size of our own lace manufacture. Finally, but slight reference has been made to the social conditions
under which the operatives live, and no attempt has been made to compare cost of living in the...
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