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indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: .inevitable death for me under the ponderous wheels. God in heaven, |
cried, in tones of anguish. Kill me at once, but do not ask me to choose. It is one against many, yet what are
they to me? Better that a score should perish swiftly, unexpectedly, than that one man should suffer such
tortures in anticipation of a fate like mine. | tried to raise the lever but my heart failed me. | thought of my
approaching marriage with Adelaide, the fruition of my life-long dreams--yet | could not force myself to throw
it | thought of you, dear Louis, and of the many plans we had often discussed for the future--still | could not
raise it. | thought of my recent discoveries in bacteriological science--secret, because not yet fully developed--
which must perish with me, but | could not throw that lever. | could not Great God! The weight of the world
seemed to hold it down. All at once | heard a subdued murmur--a faint vibrant tremor, which seemed to invade
my very blood, until every fibre of me had a heart to quake with unspeakable fear. And yet it seemed to me |
had always known that sound. In the most commonplace noises | could recall it--in the rush of the wind among
the trees, in the sound of running water, in the low murmur of the human voice--it was my fate! My fingers
groped in the leather case, closing about a vial....
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